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#TRENDING: MCSA 

MIDWINTERS MEETING

At the Annual 

Midwinters meeting 

this year, hosted by 

Grand Valley State 

University, the MCSA 

agreed on many 

changes and 

improvements. Looking 

to reimage the 

conference, 

Representatives from all 

teams worked together 

to develop a new 

mission and vision 

statement. Our new 

vision is as follows... 

"A close community of 

sailors that is accessible 

to all and competitive 

on a national level, 

leveraging both high 

school sailors and 

alumni to sustain 

opportunities." 

In addition, We are 

proud to welcome 3 

new teams to the 

Conference. 

Congratulations to 

Hillsdale College, John 

Carroll University and 

Baldwin Wallace on 

joining the MCSA! 

The MCSA is expanding 

it’s focus on providing 

resources to help 

develop newer teams 

and provided coaching 

and clinic opportunities 

to the conference. We 

are also looking to 

continue growing the 

presence of women’s 

sailing and empower 

more women to sail. 

The MCSA is looking 

forward to a great 

Spring Season! 

WHO COMPETED

OVER THE WINTER?

While many of us were 

enjoying the sub-zero 

weather of the Midwest in 

the winter...some teams 

headed south to get some 

sailing in! Michigan and 

Marquette traveled to the 

Sugar Bowl regatta hosted 

by Tulane University on Lake 

Ponchartrain. Check out the 

article on Page 2 and some 

photos throughout this 

edition of the Tell Tale!

THE TELL TALE IS

STARTING BACK UP!

The Tell Tale is an MCSA

tradition. It is the newsletter

that keeps us all together

and on the same page. As we

start back up this MCSA

tradition please send in any

announcements, articles, or

interesting bits the editor,

Nick Zomer at

nwzomer@gmail.com. Thank

you in advance and enjoy! 

By Jack Brownlee



AN UPDATE FROM THE

TREASURER

The MCSA is in good standing

financially. I am hoping that this

year, we will develop better

alumni relations for the MCSA. I

know many teams have alumni

events, but there are many more

that do not have the capabilities

to put those events on. I am

hoping that with a strict budget

this year, in the following years,

we will be able to help support

MCSA clinics. 

MARQUETTE AND MICHIGAN TRAVEL 

TO THE SUGAR BOWL REGATTA!

For some MCSA teams, not even the dead of winter can prevent 

them from sailing.  On December 30th-31st, the Marquette and 

the Michigan sailing teams made their way down to NOLA to 

attend the Sugar Bowl Regatta hosted by Tulane at the 

Southern Yacht Club.  Both teams had 2 berths at the regatta, a 

Co-ed team and a Women’s team, making it so that 4 of the 10 

berths at the regatta hailed from the Midwest.  Other schools 

that made the trek down to New Orleans for the New Year 

included Georgia Tech, Tulane, Central Oklahoma, and Texas 

A&M.   

The 50-60 degree weather was eagerly welcomed by the sailors 

that were avoiding the subzero temperatures back home.  On 

Saturday morning, Lake Ponchartrain greeted sailors with light 

winds and flat water.  Although the breeze was a little light, the 

race committee was still able to get off 6 races in both A and B 

division, making for a solid first day of racing.  Not to mention 

the exquisite jambalaya that was served for lunch.  Day one 

ended with the Golden Eagles’ Co-ed team in first place with 42 

points and the Wolverines’ Women’s team narrowly behind with 

44 points.   

Day 2 presented the sailors with very different conditions, big 

waves and winds of 15+ knots that built throughout the day.  A 

division got off 2 races in the rough weather, however with 

worsening conditions about half of the fleet in B division 

capsized so racing was called for the day after the first race. 

 Ending the racing after race 7B was a little controversial 

because it meant that race 8A had to be dropped from the 

scores meaning that Michigan took second in A division rather 

than first.  The rice, sausage, and beans waiting on shore were a 

nice surprise to all the sailors who had just taken a swim. 

By Nicole Coleman

By Mason Chrabaszcz 

Racing at the Laker Showdown on March 31st, 2018.



SUGAR BOWL 

CONTINUED...

Overall it was an excellent

regatta with extremely close

results between the top 4 teams.

 Marquette took first with 52

points, Georgia Tech took second

with 54 points, Michigan took

third with 56 points, and Tulane

took fourth with 58 points.  The

award ceremony at Southern

Yacht Club is one of the most

glamorous in college sailing, with

top point skippers in each

division receiving watches, the

top point female skipper

receiving the Rees Memorial

Award, and trophies galore.  With

the news of Tulane getting a new

fleet soon, this is a regatta that

will definitely continue to

highlight the #MCSAoffseason

for many years to come. 

#THROWBACK

This section of the Tell Tale will feature a throwback from a previous Tell Tale edition!  In this 

edition we are featuring an article on membership from the November 1997 edition. 

FRIENDS HELP FRIENDS START 

SAILING TEAMS 

by Joseph Hurst, '97 Special Interests Representative 

Now is an awesome time to reach out and touch someone. Remember that friend in high 

school or junior sailing who made the terrible decision to attend a college without a sailing 

team??? Well, now might be their chance to help form one. An incredible number of schools 

in the Midwest are trying to form teams as we speak (or read as the case may be). The new 

teams have several major concerns, but the primary one is membership. They need plenty of 

members to allow their programs to flourish. Just like our established teams, they need butts 

in boats. So here's what you need to do. Call them! Fill them in on what we're about. Or, have 

them call me! Then, call me (614-421-2638) and tell me about them! Below is a list of schools 

who are forming teams now, some of which are already planning to attend Midwinters. They 

may have no clue of the incredible opportunity awaiting them. It doesn't take much to be 

ready to apply to the MCSA. Many times clubs have been organized now and admitted in 

February- the challenge is always to get them on the water- the rest takes care of itself! 

New schools in search of members and membership in the MCSA: Albion College, GMI 

Institute (soon to be Kettering University), Grand Valley State University (MI), University of 

Illinois-Springfield, Indiana University/Purdue University-Indianapolis, Kenyon College, Loyola 

University, University of Toledo, Washington University (St. Louis), University of Wisconsin- 

Milwaukee 

By Mason Chrabaszcz 

Check out the full Sugar Bowl results here: 

http://scores.collegesailing.org/f17/2017-sugar-bowl/ 



GOALS!

Goals, goals, and more goals.

That's right, the MCSA board

members have identified their

goals for the year. Check them

out on the right! Below, please

find a welcome from our new

commodore!

N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D  

By Nick Zomer

Brian (Commissioner): Continue an open channel of 
communication for teams to discuss any issues, 

concerns, or needs for their team to grow, cut costs 
of travel to ICSA meetings, introduce more 

opportunities for women’s sailing, and add at least 1 
clinic in each season (including a team race clinic).

Austin (Commodore): Increase communication in the 
MCSA both through board transparency and inter- 
team communication, increase the accessibility of 

scrimmages and clinics, and find ways to lower 
financial barriers for teams.

Antoinette (VC): Assist new teams in advancing 
membership and increase transparency of new 

teams applying for membership prior to midwinters. 
 

Mason (Regatta): Establishing new regattas that are 
development based (ie on the water coaching 

allowed), and establishing a relationship with SEISA 
and SAISA to increase out of conference 

participation in intersectional. 
 

Jack (PR): Increase outreach to incoming sailors 
and developing teams by providing information 

about clinics, events, scrimmages, and regattas. 
Help to facilitate better communication between 

teams for joint practices and events. 

Hello! My name is Austin Haag and I am the new Commodore of the 
MCSA. I’m very excited to serve the conference over the next year. I 

grew up sailing since I was 7 in Minnetonka, Minnesota, and I’m now a 
Co-Captain of the Michigan team. I’m looking forward to representing 

both sides of the conference as I look toward my goals for the upcoming 
year. 

 
First, I would like to increase communication across the MCSA, both 

between teams and from the MCSA board. We can support one another 
with recruiting, practicing, regatta hosting, and fundraising. I hope to be a 
liaison for this open communication. I also aim to improve transparency 
from the MCSA board, including making our meeting conclusions easier 
to access, involving teams in decision making, and soliciting input from 

all teams before we make decisions that affect the conference. 
 

I also want to help increase access to sailing in several ways. I want to 
provide information for short-term and long-term fundraising, encourage 
recruitment that is inclusive, and help other teams establish drysuit rental 

programs. Initiatives like drysuit programs lower the cost of sailing. 
Providing opportunities and lowering barriers for entry to the sport is 

critical if we want to increase participation and diversity in sailing. I want 
to make it clear that the MCSA board is here to help brainstorm, problem 

solve, and support teams through this process. 
 

Third, I want to focus on initiatives for women’s sailing, both for skippers 
and for crews, across all functions from recruitment to regatta planning. 

Leaders at every team need to take initiative, encourage female 
leadership and presence at recruitment events, provide equal 

opportunities for women to skipper, and encourage attendance at the 
women’s clinic as well as women’s regattas. I hope to work with the 

board in spearheading this initiative, including by introducing at least one 
more women’s regatta for the 2019 season. 

 
Finally, I would like to help facilitate scrimmages and joint practices 

between teams. For example, Toledo recently came to practice team 
racing with Michigan, and it was productive for both teams. Several 

teams expressed interest in practicing or scrimmaging together, and I 
want to help make that happen by connecting team leadership across 

the conference. 
 

I am incredibly excited for the upcoming season. Please reach out to me 
with any questions or suggestions about any of these goals as well as 
anything else I can possibly help with. I look forward to meeting and 

working with you! 

Rachel (Equipment): Work with Gail to host an 
alumni event, hopefully sloops with DYC. Promote 
singlehanded sailing and get people in boats, we're 
hosting nationals this year, let's get people on the 
water! Be accessible to new and old teams who 

want to work on their fleets, facilitating relationships 
with MISSA teams where applicable.  

Nick (Development): Restarting the tell-tale 
newsletter to re-establish relationship with alumni 

and create the role of the development chair. 

Nicole (Treasurer): Working with Nick to establish 
the development position and build our alumni 

network because they can be a great resource for 
current sailors and teams. 

Summary: I think you can see that many of our goals revolve around establishing new events that can assist smaller 
teams to get more advanced experience and coaching, helping to eliminate financial barriers for teams that want to 

attend events (especially development events), and establishing a better relationship with the alumni. We will be working 
towards all these goals as a board but ask for assistance from all of you as we navigate them. In order to help grow the 

conference and achieve these ambitious goals, please work closely with each of the board members as a little bit of work 
now will provide big payoffs in the future for your teams! 

Cortney (Special Interest): Successful conduct a 
beneficial Women’s Sailing Clinic. Generate an 

interest in Adaptive Sailing through MCSA+Adaptive 
sailing and create a relationship with Adaptive 
sailing programs in Traverse City and Chicago. 

Create an annual MCSA event, at the MAC race, 
where MCSA sailors can gather after or before the 

MaC race. 
 



A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

P H O T O S

LETTERS TO THE

EDITOR

Do you have an opinion?

Respond to an article?

Address someone or

something? 

Would you like to express it?

Please do! Mail it in or

contact the editor below.

INFORMATION

ABOUT THE TELL

TALE

The Official Newsletter of the

Midwest Collegiate

Sailing Association.

Published three times

annually: April, July, January. 

The deadline for the next

issue of The Tell Tale is June

10. 

For further information

contact: Nick Zomer,

Development Chair,

nwzomer@gmail.com or

1709 W Irving Park Rd. #2,

Chicago, IL 60613. 

There are no announcements this time around!

DO YOU HAVE AN ANNOUNCEMENT? CONTACT THE 

EDITOR TO GET IT PLACED IN THIS AREA NEXT TIME! 

The University of Michigan at Spring Training in Florida! 

Photos by Hannah Noll


